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Chairmanôs Notes 

The Committee of the Trust have recently been informed that David Walkinshaw has tendered his 

resignation for health reasons. David is a founder member of the Trust and has been an active and 

committed supporter. For a number of years he acted as Treasurer for the Trust. For those of us who 

have joined the Committee at a later date David, has been a source of information and support to us, 

in the running and development of the Trust. On behalf of the Committee and everyone in the Trust, 

I would like to thank David for his contribution over the years and we look forward to his continued 

membership and participation in future events. 

As I write this, it is a beautiful spring day and perfect for getting out into the garden to tackle the 

ravages of winter and to prepare the rest of the year. As regards the Trust the winter season has 

gone well, as will be seen from the reports on the Friends Evening, Winter Lunch and the snowdrop 

outing. Looking forward, the Trust will be attending the Heritage Fair at Beaumanor Hall, where we 

hope to raise our profile and to develop links with other organisations with whom we have a 

common interest.  

The imminent arrival of Easter is a reminder that I need to pull my thoughts together for the 

forthcoming talk on Stowe. I much enjoyed visiting Stowe in the winter with frost on the ground 

and clear winter sunlight raking the buildings at a low angle, highlighting their features and casting 

dramatic shadows. Now that National Trust have completed the restoration of the Inn built for 

visitors in the eighteenth century, we will be able to approach the site on the same route as they 

would have done and enjoy the beauties of the gardens which have been much improved in recent 

years. 

Stephen Barker, Chairman 

 

Events  

To quote Professor Gordon Campbell himself, the Autumn Lecture was given by ñA Friend to 

Friends in the Friends Meeting Houseò.  It was while we were at Kelmarsh Hall in the summer of 

2010 that I first met Gordon and his wife.  He told me then, that he was writing a book on 

Ornamental Garden Hermits, due out in 2011/2012.   The opportunity was too good to miss; he was 

signed up on the spot to give the Autumn Lecture in 2011.  He was, in the Autumn of 2010 

receiving a lot of media attention regarding the publication of his book on the King James Bible 

and, hearing him on the radio, it was obvious that we would be in for a really good evening. We 

were and that evening we had an audience of just over 50 Friends and guests - our best yet for a 

lecture.   

The same applied to the Friends Evening:  another 50 or so Friends. The presentations given by Pip, 

Joyce, Steve and Peter were very professional, and made good use of technology (music  included)  

They were entertaining , informative and an interesting  record of gardens, holidays and the 

Gardens Trust Year. 

Both lectures were followed by the usual tea, cake and chat and we were able to sell delicious crab 

apple jelly, kindly made and donated by Eileen Peers and equally delicious quince jelly, kindly 

made and donated by Joan Hands. Our takings on both evenings were therefore very good, in the 

region of £60 and, after covering expenses, i.e. tea, milk, and paying our friend, Sian, for her efforts 

in the kitchen, we were able, for the second year, to give £40 to The Trust, leaving £30 as petty 

cash. Some of this went towards prizes at the lunch and I also spent £2 on a European lottery ticket 
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in the hope of winning and buying Holywell Hall Estate for the Trust.  However, I am ashamed to 

say, I lost the ticket before it could be checked.  It may turn up one day. 

Our first garden visit of 2012 also attracted over 50 - 55 in fact, plus two late comers. It was a 

splendid day with the slight problem that journey time was under-estimated; it would have been 

better leaving earlier, a lesson learned.  It also takes longer to get everyone on and off the coach 

when we are 55 rather than 35/40.  The advantage is that, if numbers continue like this, we should 

be able to reduce the cost of the coach or at least include the tip for the driver as we did this time. 

Elizabeth Bacon 

Broughton Castle: 2nd September 2011 
After a soggy visit to Harlow and the Gibbard 

Garden a month before, we were very lucky to 

have brilliant sunshine and bright blue skies for 

our trip to Broughton Castle. It was a beautiful 

day to visit this magical place; after the coach 

made it down the narrowing leafy lanes- all of a 

sudden the vista opened to the gatehouse, moat 

and a glimpse of the house. 

The original manor house was built in 1300 by 

Sir John de Broughton on a junction of 3 

streams.  He surrounded the house with a 

substantial moat which still looks stunning 

especially with its resident herons. In 1377 the 

house was bought by William Wykeham, Bishop 

of Winchester, Chancellor of England and 

Founder of New College Oxford.  It then passed 

to his great nephew, Sir Thomas Wykeham and 

then to his grand-daughter Margaret, who 

married Sir William Fiennes, later 2nd Lord 

Saye and Sele in 1448 - so the house has been 

with the same family since 1377. Huge 

renovations and extensions were made in the 

16th and 17th centuries, the building went ñout 

and upò, windows were added and the interior 

gained fine plaster ceilings, wooden panelling 

and fine fireplaces. 

We started our tour in the Great Hall which 

incorporated the medieval hall of 1300; one of 

the most impressive features here is the 

plastered pendent ceiling from the 1760`s. There 

were many 18th century leather buckets around 

the room ready in case of fire to fetch water 

from the moat. The family commission new 

heirlooms for the house and, in the hall, was a 

wall hanging by Roger Oates made in 1980`s.  

Also of interest was the family tree and 

photographs taken when various feature films 

have been made at the Castleðthese include 

Shakespeare in Love, the Madness of King 

George, and 3 Men and a Little Lady. 
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The second room, now the dining room, was originally the store room. It has beautiful Tudor 

wooden panelling which looks like folds of linen, then through into a corridor and into the small 

ñmusic roomò-mentioned in William Fiennes book of the same name. This book, which is well 

worth reading, is Williamôs childhood memoirs of his life in the Castle. There is a private 14th 

century chapel which we could see into through the squint window in the Queen Anne of 

Denmarkôs Room (wife of James I).  In this room there is another fine plaster ceiling and a fine 

carved fireplace. 

Through the Long Gallery and into the King`s Chamber which has a very striking fireplace and 

overmantle. The wallpaper is 18th century Chinese and is handpainted with beautiful flowers, 

insects and birds - very stunning. 

In the 17th century, William 8th Lord of 

Saye and Sele played a leading role in 

national affairs. His strong puritanical and 

pro-parliament leanings led him to oppose 

Charles 1ós efforts to rule without 

Parliament and Broughton became a 

gathering place for those who worked 

against the Kingôs government. Up a 

narrowing staircase is a small room, known 

as ñthe room with no earsò, where these 

gatherings took place between 1629-1640.  

They met under the pretext of the Members 

of the Providence Island Company- formed 

to colonise certain islands in the Caribbean.  

From this room you can see down onto the 

Ladiesô Garden.... 

So finally out into the gardens. The walled garden on the south 

side of the castle is known as the Ladiesô Garden and was 

established in the 1880`s on the site of the 16th century kitchens. 

The Fleur de Lys beds are box-edged and are full of herbs and 

old roses, and the surroundings beds have herbaceous plantings, 

philadelphus and deutzia shrubs as well as climbing and old 

shrub roses.  It is very pretty. On the west side of the Ladiesô 

Garden wall is a mixed border, with pink being the dominant 

colour - again herbaceous planting and more roses. The border 

nearer to the gatehouse was similar but the colours were more 

blue, grey and yellows. The existing planting was based on 

advice given by Lanning Roper in 1970 and developed in the 

1980`s by Randal Anderson - both Americans. The garden is 

now maintained and developed by the gardener Chris Hopkins. 

The house and grounds are all immaculately kept and the guides 

who took us round were very informative and welcoming. It was a very interesting morning ï so 

much history in one family house: if you didnôt make the trip, it is well worth planning a visit. 

Anne de Graeve 
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Broughton Grange: 2nd September 2011 

We last visited Broughton Grange in May 2009 and Iôd been looking forward to this repeat trip to 

see the garden later in the season.  Weôd visited Broughton Castle in the morning and, recharged by 

a Ploughmanôs lunch, headed off less than a mile up the road to be greeted at the entrance gates by 

Head Gardener Andrew Woodall. 

Broughton Grange consists of a 350 acre estate of which around 100 acres is farmed, 25 acres is 

garden, 80 acres is arboretum thereôs a 25 acre water meadow and surrounding park lands.  It 

refreshingly privately owned and opens under the Yellow Book Scheme.  On this day we had the 

garden to ourselves. 

After wandering down the drive, our first port of call was the Wollemi Pine. It was known only 

through fossil records until the Australian species Wollemia nobilis was discovered in 1994.  The 

Broughton specimens are first generation cuttings from the original but the hard winter - it had hit 

minus 18
 
one night - had killed off the main leader. Fortunately and perhaps surprisingly, it was 

sprouting again from the base.  

Well, if thereôs one thing the English do well, 

itôs lawns.  Following into the garden past the 

small nursery and gardenersô bothy we 

passed an immaculate stretch of turf which 

had been a tennis court bounded at the far 

end by a laburnum arch. 

On to the six acre garden, which ten years 

previously had been a field.  Walled on two 

sides and consisting of three stepped terraces 

it was designed by Tom Stuart Smith and 

completed in 2001.  For me, this is the jewel 

in the crown at Broughton and, although a 

dry summer meant most of the colour in the perennial planting of the top terrace had gone over, the 

structure and strength of the design was immediately apparent. 

The middle terrace is perhaps the most iconic and what I remember most from our previous visit, 

with its large rectangular pond and floating paving. A long rill leads through the top terrace and 

continually empties into it.  The scale is huge but the proportions are right.  
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The lower terrace consists of a Box parterre in the 

representative shape of the cell structure of a leaf, which 

isnôt immediately apparent unless youôve been told.  The 

Spring tulips had been replaced by summer bedding, the 

óCherry Pieô smell from the Heliotropes being particularly 

nose catching. 

Further down the slope is the Yew Terrace and a little 

further still is the swimming pool patio and our half time 

tea and cake break.  Suitably refreshed we headed off down 

to see the Stumpery and then back up, passing the sunken 

garden and the rather odd peat block garden.  The quality 

and strength of Tom Stuart Smith designed areas seem to 

make the other parts of the garden appear less cohesive.  

We followed back towards the house through the Long 

Borders and another clipped box parterre garden.  

Returning to the start point of our walk many members 

took the opportunity to buy plants in the small nursery.  We 

yet again thanked Elizabeth for organising a magical day 

out and delightful weather. 

Pip Wheatcroft 

 

Village Walk - Market Bosworth:  2nd October 2011 

Our walk round Market Bosworth started in the Market Place. Here we admired the varied, mainly 

Georgian, facades of buildings which are in many cases much older (the town was granted its royal 

charter in the 13th century). A decline in its fortunes in the 18th century as trade moved to 

neighbouring better connected towns slowed down further development resulting in a very 

attractive town centre with a rather timeless quality. 

For three hundred years, from the late 16th 

century to the late 19th century, the Dixie family 

were Lords of the Manor of Bosworth. They 

produced several colourful characters from 

philanthropists, sporting squires and gamblers to 

a Victorian lady explorer. Also, following the 

tradition of landed families, several younger sons 

entered the Church. The Dixie Grammar School 

was established by them in the early 17th century 

as a free school. It is recorded that in 1732, 

Samuel Johnson took a job as an usher (assistant 

master) there after leaving Oxford University 

because of debt. He lasted only four months, 

however, unable to cope either with the boys or the boorish 4th Baronet Dixie. 

On leaving the Market Place, we were much impressed by one of the more recent buildings - the 

1904 former bank. A red brick box with stone dressings and topped by a stone balustrade, its 

physical solidity oozes stability and reliability evoking a certain nostalgia for the days when high 

street banks knew their proper function. After closure, it became part of the Dixie Grammar School. 

The parish church of St. Peter seems to be more closely related to the Hall than to the town. Mostly 

14th century, having fallen into disrepair by the late 18th century, it underwent extensive restoration 

in the 19th century. This included most of the large amount of stained glass. Amongst the 
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memorials to the Dixies, there is an ornate monument to the Rev. John Dixie (d.1719) with a very 

fulsome inscription by his sister and a depiction of a weeping woman on one side. The font is 14th 

century on an older base. 

The present Hall was built by the 2nd Baronet Dixie c.1680 - 90. Of mellow red brick with ashlar 

dressings and central pediments on the west (entrance) front and the south (park-facing) front 

supported by Corinthian pilasters it is outwardly a very attractive example of a Carolean county 

house. In 1885, the 11th Baronet Dixie was forced to 

auction the estate to pay his gambling debts. The 

Tollemache Scotts who bought it made many 

improvements, including the stable block with Dutch 

gables and the buildings in the kitchen garden. The 

estate was sold by their daughter in 1913 and the Hall 

became a hospital for óaged paupersô. It is now a hotel. 

Survivals of the medieval manor include two stretches 

of moat, stew ponds and viewing mounds. We did not 

attempt to penetrate the ñwildernesssò, which now 

lives up to its name, but carried on to the kitchen 

garden. Here a range of brick bothies stretches along 

the north side of the garden wall, dwarfed by an 

extraordinary water tower in the centre. All are now 

vandalised and dilapidated. At the other side of the wall, 

within the kitchen garden itself, we were surprised to see 

an ornamental stone arch standing like a triumphal arch in 

splendid isolation. Directly above on the water tower is a 

stone statue of Diana robing. All became clear when it 

was explained that this was all that remained of a very 

fine orangery and glasshouses, the arch being the 

entrance. Some members of the party remembered 

peaches, nectarines and grapes being grown here. 

70 acres of the original 400 acre park now form one of 

Leicestershire County Councilôs eight Country Parks. The 

rest is farmland. We were told that about 1km away a 

statue of Hercules originally set up as the central feature 

of a star-shaped pattern of walkways in the Park is now 

surrounded by cornfields. 

Once again, our Chairman proved a very knowledgeable and entertaining guide. This year he really 

looked the part with portable microphone too. A very interesting afternoon. 

Kathryn Jukes 

 

Friends Evening: Thursday 24th November 2011 

On a wet, dark, winter evening the Friends of our Gardens Trust got together for a well attended, 

lively and fascinating time. 

The first of the four presentations took us on holiday immediately. With upbeat music, Pip 

Wheatcroft, or rather óPip Productionsô, led us on a stroll in warm sunshine through the suburbs of 

Sydney, Australia for a relaxing and enticing six and a half minutes.  From the colourful verandas 

of Summer Hill, we wandered along a coastal walk to Bondi Beach. We saw the stunning Sydney 
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Opera House to the sounds of Van Morrison and Herb Alpert. The time passed so rapidly that we 

were startled to be brought back to the Friends Meeting House so soon. 

However another delight lay ahead. Joyce Farnese took us on the LRGT Tour of 2011. With the 

help of some excellent photographs, we went back to the houses, gardens and plants that had 

provided many memorable moments for us; snowdrops at Guanock, a superb orchid, a topiary 

teapot in a wintry Deene Park and a swarm of bees suspended from a tree.  The Shropshire Gardens 

holiday in June was revived with the Ancient Oak at Attingham, the painter spread out on the roof 

of the kitchen garden glasshouse, the hedgehog ramp in the cattle grid leading to Morville Church, 

the terraces of Preen Manor and Powis Castle. We remembered seeing Bryanôs Ground from the 

front gate and the view from the roof of the knot garden at Broughton Castle, but some of us had 

missed Green Man effigies, and the Dingle in Shrewsbury. Thanks to Joyce, this was put right. 

Steve Horsfield then gave us a useful, illustrated guide to creating a pictorial meadow. After the 

death of an old walnut tree in his beautifully laid out garden in Hoby, he was left with a large gap at 

the bottom of the garden. This was very visible from the house and the idea of having flowers for 

six months of the year, with no labour involved in planting them, seemed an attractive solution. 

Pictorial Meadows of Sheffield sell blended seed mixes of native and non- native flowering displays 

which were developed after intensive trials at Sheffield University. The seeds are an alternative to 

wild flower mixed seeds as most of us are using soil too fertile for successful wild flower meadows. 

The pictorial meadows give drifts of colour and have been used for example, in the Olympic Park 

and at Wisley. There is a choice of mixes; pastels, candy, classic and volcanic!  I leave you to 

imagine the colours involved from these descriptive names. 

The Hoby site was 50 square metres. Each metre, Steve marked out with canes and sand. Dividing 

the measured seed into paper cups, he carefully dispersed 20 different types of plant seeds. The 

result provided great pleasure to Steve, Diane and garden insects. All would go out early in the 

morning to see what was flowering on the new day. As late as the 10th October it was an orange 

and yellow day.  

This lively and enjoyable evening was completed when Peter Rawson gave us another example of 

his talent for photography. Most of the images were related to garden visits, either with the Trust or 

on holiday with Simone. Some were close up photographs of individual plants, but the ones 

remaining in my memory most clearly are of people; Sylvia and Ralph resting on a bench, Sheila 

having a nice cup of tea, a beaming Elizabeth, and the Head Gardener at Wollerton Old Hall.  Peter 

captured the majesty of the gardens we have visited with his pictures of trees as at Gibberd and 

Glanseven, concluding with a lovely view of autumn trees.  

We tore ourselves away to attack the tea and home-made cakes and to compare notes with our 

companions.  

Irene Jones 

Winter Lunch : 22nd January 2012 

We returned this year to the Nevill Arms at Medbourne for our Winter Lunch.  Friends must have 

really enjoyed it last year, or they were very hungry as almost everyone was there very early, which 

gave time for a pre- lunch drink and chat. Again we were 50. The food is pre-ordered and, in order 

to make service more efficient for that number of people, I was asked to do a seating plan, which I 

did find a little daunting, but it was that, or waiting a long time for our food while the waitresses 

tried to sort out who ordered what.  It seemed to work, as the noise level was somewhat high and 

food service pretty good, as was the food. 

John Woodliffe set the quiz again this year; it was a mixture of really hard and really easy 

questions, at least thatôs what I thought. Annie, on our table, had a heap of scorn directed at her for 

suggesting that Carla Bruni was actually attracted in the first place to Nicholas Sarkosy because of 
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his knowledge of Latin plant names.  ñWhat rubbishò we said, but she was right and it left me 

wondering where she and John had picked up that little nugget of essential horticultural 

information. The quiz this year, particularly, was great fun and I have a feeling that even those who 

claim not to enjoy such things did get some fun out of it.  Table 3 had the highest score, none had 

100% and each of the friends on that table was presented with a potted primula bought with our tea 

kitty. They looked very pretty on the table, all together. Many many thanks to John for his efforts 

on our behalf and for giving us such fun. He has promised to do it one more year, so anyone 

interested in 2013? 

A good start to the Garden Trust Year.  The Neville Arms is good value but we now have to move 

to another part of the two counties for next year. I have two in mind, one in the extreme east and the 

other in the extreme west, both with their advantages and disadvantages.  We must wait and see. 

Elizabeth Bacon 

Visit to Hodstock Priory and Clumber Park:  16th February 2012 

The first visit of 2012 to Hodstock Priory and Clumber Park proved to be very popular and 

enjoyable with 57 members, friends and partners participating.  The morning was to be spent at 

Hodstock Priory looking at the snowdrops and other early flowering spring plants and the afternoon 

was a tour of the walled fruit and vegetable garden at Clumber Park.  A bonus was the weather 

which was dry and reasonably sunny. 

Hodstock Priory is in Blyth, Nottinghamshire.  The 

estate has been in existence since before the Norman 

Conquest and features in the Domesday Book.  The 

Cressy family owned the estate for over 200 years 

until the 15th century when it passed, through 

marriage, to the Clifton family. The Clifton family 

remained in residence at Hodstock for around 350 

years, until 1765, when it was sold, for the first and 

only time, to the Mellish family.  The estate then 

passed to the Buchanan family through the marriage 

of Frances Catherine Mellish to Sir Andrew 

Buchanan in the early 19
th
 century. 

Anne Chambers nee Mellish and Margaret 

Mellish are credited with much of the major 

landscaping of the gardens which took place in 

the 1820ôs.  At this time the south facing Italian 

Terrace was created and the lake was dug out as 

an extension to the moat.  The walled garden was 

built when Margaret Mellish was in residence 

and a Mr Ford was the gardener employed to 

manage the gardens.  The estate also includes 

woodlands and water meadows. 

The formal gardens and woodlands are host to a 

range of early spring flowers and shrubs which 

provided a rewarding display on the day of our visit.  A number of walks are laid out around the 

formal garden and woodlands which enable visitors to see the range of spring flowers to best effect. 

In the formal garden snowdrops, cyclamen, daffodils, narcissus, aconites, iris reticulata and 

hellebores were in flower as well as early flowering shrubs.  In one part of the garden there was an 

interesting display of Apiculture which has a long tradition on the Hodstock Estate.  Strips of 

snowdrops were in flower across the lawn and in Horsepasture Wood snowdrops carpeted the 
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ground. There is an estimated 4 million snowdrops in the formal garden and woodlands which 

include rare varieties such as óLady Beatrix Stanleyô and óBarbaraôs Doubleô as well as the more 

common varieties G. Merlin, G. Robin Hood and G. Magnet.  Hodstock Priory has been open every 

year since 1991 for the Hodstock Snowdrop Event when visitors can enjoy the grounds and, 

perhaps, buy some plants to take home 

.We left Hodstock Priory around midday to travel to Clumber Park  for a lunch of soup and 

sandwiches followed by a tour of the walled fruit and vegetable garden. The walled garden is near 

the impressive Cedar walk which, unfortunately, was damaged by the heavy snow in the winter of 

2010 - 11. For the tour we were divided into two groups, one led by the head gardener, Chris, and 

the other by Jane, the senior gardener.  

Clumber Park was owned by the Dukes of Newcastle in the 18th century and the walled vegetable 

garden was created in the 1770ôs with the help of a John Simpson and a Stephen Wright from 

Surrey.  It was intended to be a food ósuperstoreô providing food 

for the household throughout the year.  Clumber Park remained 

in private hands until the 1920s.  During the Second World War 

the garden was part of the óDig for Victoryô campaign.  After the 

war only one section remained as a market garden, the other part 

being rented out to a camping and caravan club until the 1980s. 

Since Clumber Park became a National Trust property much 

work has been done to renovate the walled garden and 

glasshouses using the diary of a previous head gardener for 

guidance.  Currently the garden is maintained by 3 permanent 

gardeners, 3 apprentices and 40 volunteers.  The garden now has 

four purposes: production; education; conservation and 

recreation.  The produce is used by the new restaurant,ó Barkersô, 

which is in the head gardenerôs old house, and the café. 

The walled garden covers 4 acres and is divided into smaller bays by further walls.  The walls were 

built in the Flemish style with expansion joints to take account of possible subsidence from local 

coal mines.  The 450 foot glasshouse, which replaced a yew hedge, runs along the top end of the 

garden.  It was repaired in 1980, 2007 and 2008 and now houses grapes and nectarines, although the 

eastern section still requires further renovation.  The garden was designed to provide a number of 

micro climates to suit different crops and ensure crops could be grown for as much of the year as 
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possible.  This was done by its orientation, building internal walls and sloping the land down from 

the glasshouses and inwards from the sides so creating a way of funnelling cold air out of the 

garden through a wrought iron gate at the bottom.  

The gardeners are in the process of establishing 

two collections. One is a regional collection of 

apple trees from the East Midlands and 

Yorkshire and the other is the national collection 

of rhubarb.  Currently the collection of rhubarb 

numbers about 93 to 94 varieties with the aim of 

increasing this to 100.  The soft fruit area is very 

well sheltered by walls and contains: 10 old 

varieties of strawberries; summer and autumn 

fruiting raspberries; black, red, white and pink 

currants; blackberries and Tay berries; outdoor 

grapes; and kiwi fruit.  The sheltered south 

facing peach wall not only has espalier peaches 

but nectarines, apricots and pears. 

Traditionally this walled garden would have also contained rose beds and herbaceous borders to 

provide flowers for the main house.  This tradition continues with a rose garden containing 50 

different roses, which are mainly heritage varieties, and double herbaceous borders laid out in 

colour gradations based on the style of Gertrude Jeykll.  These are reputedly the longest herbaceous 

borders of any National Trust property.  The garden also contains hot beds for forcing crops and an 

underground water storage tank to collect water from off the glasshouse.   

Our visit finished with a tour of a small but quite interesting gardening museum containing a variety 

of old garden equipment from special horse boots used by horses when mowing the lawn to a glass 

bottle designed to keep grapes fresh.   

This walled garden is well worth a visit and is open to the public from March 17th. 

Judith Hibbert 
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EDUCATION or óSchools into Gardeningô  

Our plans and contacts with schools and 

young people continue to develop. The 

Garden Trust Group delivered a cheque to 

Hope Hamilton Primary School in early 

December. Despite the bitterly cold wind, our 

welcome was warm. The garden, even at that 

time of year, looked very attractive. The 

children were delighted to receive a set of 

gardening tools and we were very impressed 

by the speed at which the funds had been 

earned from fetes and other events. Then the 

building and planting of a very well designed 

garden was soon completed. Well done, teacher Aileen Moore. 

The children from Belgrave St Peterôs Church of England Primary School are going to spend the 

day in the Outdoor Garden at Kelmarsh on 21st May 2012.  The school serves Stocking Farm, 

Beaumont Leys and Mowmacre.  We are hoping that Pip Wheatcroft will come with us to take 

some more wonderful photographs. The day takes place in the walled kitchen garden and focuses on 

the food we eat, There are tasting sessions and activity sheets for a class of 25-30 which will be 

subdivided into smaller groups. In the afternoon the children can choose between making food or 

hunting for bugs and beasties. We will tell you more in the next newsletter.   

óSchools into Gardeningô is part of our obligation as a registered charity as well as our commitment 

to gardeners and lovers of the landscape of the future. The main source for our small grants is from 

our celebrity lecture, so your support in attending and bringing friends as guests to our lecture is of 

enormous help. We hope the 2012 lecture will be as successful as the outstanding one by Chris 

Beardshaw last year.    

If this is an area which interests you or one in which you can make a contribution, please 

contact Irene Jones on 0116 2709370 or by chatting to me at one of our events. 

Irene Jones 

Irene has written an article on óSchools into Gardeningô for the AGT Yearbook 2012.  Copies 

of this will be available to Friends at the Spring Lecture or by contacting Elizabeth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cards for sale 

 

Profits to óSchools into Gardeningô 

Cards available at meetings or 

from Elizabeth Tel 0116 2705711 

 
Photographs by Pip Wheatcroft 

£1.50 each 
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Membership  

Our membership is thriving as we begin another year. Our membership currently is 156 members, 

with one Association - Newbould Verdon Gardening Club. We have 17 new members to welcome. 

I hope you will enjoy the coming programme of lectures and events. Our membership is widely 

dispersed through the two counties and I trust you will all continue our policy of introducing like-

minded friends to the Gardens Trust. The majority of our new members have nearly all been 

introduced to the Gardens Trust this year by members, so many thanks to you all. 

This healthy membership allows us to fill a coach for visits more easily and the visit to Hodstock 

Priory and Clumber Park Kitchen Garden caused us to peak with over 50 members attending this 

event. 

The number of members who have opted to pay their subscription by bankers order continues to 

increase. So many thanks to those of you who have chosen this method of payment. The form is 

available both on our leaflet and on the website (lrgt.org). It reduces costs for us which we can use 

for visits, lectures or even educational grants as we expand our activities. 

Irene Jones 

Research Group 

Over the winter the Research Group has enjoyed 

well attended monthly meetings planning, sorting 

out our own papers and individual research.  

Rothley Court has been added to the PGUK 

database and on-going research includes Knighton 

Park and Thorpe Satchville Hall.  

On 25th March members of the group will have a 

stand at Beaumanor Hall for the Heritage and 

History Fair. This will give us an opportunity to 

raise the profile of the Trust and the research we 

do, but should also give us an excellent 

networking opportunity.   

Now spring is in the air and we are looking forward to getting out and about.  In April we have two 

visits, the first to the site of Papillon Hall, near Lubenham.  In 1903, Sir Edwin Lutyens created a 

new butterfly shaped house from an earlier building.  Sadly, this was demolished in 1950. Our 

second visit will be to the Olympic Park. Iôm particularly looking forward to this visit to see how 

this new landscape is developing.  Our May meeting will see us at Scraptoft Hall and the chance to 

see and record what remains of the original gardens before the developers begin work. Following 

the success of last yearôs summer picnic, we are hoping to return again to John Oaklandôs wild 

flower meadow at Long Close in June and Wothorpe Tower in July. 

We are a friendly group and although the research can be timke consuming and does not always 

yield results, we have fun while we work, as can be seen from the activities above. Most of us had 

no experience when we started, but we help each other along and would welcome new members to 

our group.  If you think you would be interested in joining us do get in touch with me or Sue 

Blaxland. 

Deborah Martin 
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RESEARCH AT ROTHLEY COURT  

Visitors to Rothley Court Hotel may know 

something about its associations with the 

Knights Templar and, much later, the 

movement for the Abolition of Slavery.  

However, few will have any idea of the history 

of the landscape that surrounds it. 

Several years ago, at a local Heritage and 

History Fair, some of our Research Group got 

into conversation with members of the Rothley 

Heritage Trust.  We learnt that a plan for 

landscaping the grounds at Rothley Court (then 

known as Rothley Temple) had been produced 

by William Emes in the 18th Century.  We 

nodded sagely, and then rushed back home to find out who he was! 

William Emes (1729/30 ï 1808) had been head gardener to Sir Nathaniel Curzon at Kedleston Hall 

in Derbyshire, but had left in 1756, possibly because Robert Adam had been appointed for ñthe 

intire manadgement of his (Curzonôs) Groundsò.  This would have left Emes, who had already 

started to alter the earlier formal landscape, with little scope. 

However, this launched Emesô career as a landscape designer.  Following in the footsteps of 

Lancelot ñCapabilityò Brown, whose style he emulated, he 

designed landscapes at Eaton Hall, Cheshire, Hawkestone 

Park, Chirk Castle and Erddig in Shropshire, among many 

other sites, mainly throughout the Midlands and the North.  

Members of the Research Group visited Rothley Court in 

late winter last year and were shown round by two 

members of the Rothley Heritage Trust.  This involved 

scrambling over a locked gate into the walled garden with 

the help of two pairs of step ladders!  The walled garden 

(shown on the Emes plan) is grazed by goats and is sadly 

neglected.  The greenhouses were padlocked, so we were 

unable to find any manufacturersô name plates.     

However the story of Rothley Temple starts much earlier 

than its association with Emes.  During its period of 

ownership by the Templars, deeds, dating from 1331 list 

ñtwo orchards (the fruit and herbage of which are worth 

20s a year, a dovecote with 6s 8d a year and two mills, one water and one wind, worth 60s a yearò.  

The site was also associated with a hunting park and there is topographical evidence of this from an 

18th century enclosure map suggesting that part of the park boundary still survived at that time.  

The Templar Chapel, of course, still exists, attached to the hotel. 

After the Templar Order was suppressed in 1312, Rothley Temple passed into the hands of the 

Knights Hospitaller, who held it until the Dissolution of the Monasteries.  By this time, a lease had 

been granted to one Humphrey Babington and he retained the manor house and a part of its lands, 

with the bulk of the estate reverting to the Crown.  It was not until 1565 that the estate, in its 

entirety, passed to the Babington family, who held it through many generations until 1845, 

surviving the Catholic Babington plot against Elizabeth I and a disastrous fire in the kitchen wing in 

the early 18th century   
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In our research, we found evidence that there had been a formal garden in the early 18th century.  In 

the Leicestershire and Rutland Record Office, there is a photocopy of a plan dated 1729.  

Frustratingly, there is no evidence of its provenance.  However, it shows formal gardens to the west 

of the house, an area entitled ñGreen Courtò to the east, a barn, a dovecote, stables, a malt house and 

two stew ponds.  Nothing of this remains.   

In 1776, Thomas Babington (1758-1827), the last Babington owner of the Manor, inherited the 

estate after the death of his father and set about modernizing it by enclosing it and reorganising the 

land distribution along more efficient lines. This took place over the period 1781-90 and it was at 

this time (in 1782) that William Emes produced his plan, which we were able to examine at the 

Record Office.   

Keith Goodway, an authority on Emes, comments that the wording on the plan is ambiguous.  It 

reads ñwith some alterations by William Emesò, making it unclear whether the plan shows 

alterations he had already carried out or alterations that he was proposing.  He goes on to add that 

the plan is not one of his more exciting designs and that it gives the impression that he had to 

compromise more than usual to meet the demands of agriculture.  However, the cartography of the 

plan is typical of his style.   

A survey plan of 1819 (also at the Record Office) shows that some of Emesô proposals had been 

carried out.  Most exciting, however, were notes on the plan, in Babingtonôs own hand with 

corrections and notes regarding the dates of tree planting.  He wrote:  ñThe plan is inaccurate as to 

the position of the trees in the lawn in front of the Temple.  The é Oaks there were planted in 1805 

and a few in 1808.  The plants were from acorns gathered by me (T. Bab) at Hillerston, Devonshire 

in 1796ò   Many of the acorns were from Turkey Oaks, Quercus cerris, which are vigorous and 

very tough, but, unfortunately, are not good timber trees.  Babingtonôs account book, relating to the 

enclosure, is also available at the Record Office.  His notes and comments flesh out the details of 

the process of enclosing the estate.  

In her memoir ñRothley Temple in the Old Timeò, Babingtonôs granddaughter, Eliza Coneybeare, 

recalled ñMy Grandfather was very fond of his young trees, and my brother Edward, who was the 

happy possessor of a javelin, and always imagined himself an old knighté. was forever rushing 

about, making the javelin quiver in the trunks of these trees, his supposed enemies, and much to the 

detriment of the bark.ò  

After Babingtonôs death, the estate passed to his son-in law, Sir James Parker and then to his son, 

Harry Rainy Parker.  There were no significant changes to the layout of the estate until in 1893, 

when it was put up for sale. 

The sale catalogue described it as: ñThe 

Interesting Old Manor House, known as 

óRothley Templeò.  There was a ñfinely-

timbered park of about 30 acresò 

approached by ñlong carriage drives, 

one with lodge entranceò.  The gardens 

were described as ñPleasure Grounds, 

Stone-walled Kitchen Garden, Orchard 

and Lawns, inexpensive to maintain, 

two men being sufficientò.  An 

illustration of the property and its 

grounds appeared in the Illustrated 

London News of 4th November.  




